Crisis centre opens next month

By ANN FARRELL
Star staff writer

Women in Transition,

(WIT) a new refuze for
+ women in a crisis situation,
is due to open at the begin-
ning of February at 374
George St., near Gerrard
and Jarvis.

Natalie Hoffman, 20, co-
ordinator of the project,
s3ys she and her organiza.
tipn will be in contact with
Tnterval House, a similar
project which opened on
Spadina Rd. last year.

Catering to women who
are leaving their husbands,
or have heen deserted or
thrown out on the street in
the middle of the night, the
refuge was described by
Natalie as a centre which
“will give women total sup-
porlt' while they are with
us.

Need money

HWhile here, they will
have a chance to'think and
make some decisions; to
talk things out. We will
help find housing, or jobs,
and help those who may
need to go back to school in
order to achieve independ-
ence.”

Pat Gardner, another
WIT worker, says: “It's im-
portant for a woman in this
type of circumstance not to
move from one drastic situ-
atfon into another, to ex-
change one severe problem
for another.”

"This project was funded
in'December through a Lo-
cal Initiatives Program
grant of $7,640. Natalie says
they urgently need more
money. More immediately
they are out “scrounging"
for blankets, toasters, hand
tools, supplies of Bandaids
ad toilet paper by the bin.

“‘Our major benefactors,”
says Natalie, *“‘have been
the people on the street,
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HOME CARPENTRY will be one of the skills to be
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taught at Women in Transition, a new crisis centre for
females, At the left is Mary Orr; on right, Cris Granham.

average, everyday people.
But we have had some fan-
tastic luck. Bad Boy gave
us a kitchen table, and a
coffee table. We received
soup from Campbell Soup
Co., bathroom supplies
from James B. McGregor, a
manufacturer,*and a new
shovel and an ice pick from
Canadian Tire.”

The organization has
eight full-time workers and
a hopefully growing number
of volunteers. It is expected

L

that women taking refuge
with WIT will stay there
only four or five days.

“We can accommndate 12
people, including children.
There are enough bedrooms
that mothers who do not
wish to share with their
children, can be alone.”

Natalie Hoffman feels
deeply about women who
have to learn to fend for
themselves. A widow her-

self, she grew up. in Tim-

mins and spoke French,
Russian and Hewbrew be.
fore she spoke English.

She spent some years in
Israel on a kibbutz and has
been in community projects
in Don Vale, She says that
in her opinion refuge houses
like Interval House and
WIT are required through-
out the city.

She and Pat Gardner,
who studied child care, psy-
chology and sociology in
the U.S., stress that their
program is not geared for
long-term residents. In ad-
dition, they are not pre-
pared to accommodate any
woman with a history of
alcoholism or drug usage.

Play by ear

“Of course, we shall have
to play things by ear,”
commented Natalie.

“‘Although we would not
refuse refuge to a woman
who was coming to us the
second time around, we in-
tend to guard against any-
one who shows signs of
making a habit of this sort
of thing. After all, there are
far too many people need-
ing help.”

Women in Transition has
a waiting list before it
opens. Interval House will
send its overflow and Metro
Police 51 Division has said
it has a 'number of cases to
refer once the centre Is
open.

In the meantime, the
eight workers spend their
days and nights with paint
brushes and hammers.
Mary Michalak is taking a
fix-it course in order tobe
able to help with the odd
jobs.

Women in Transition can
be reached at 967-5227,
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REUPHOLSTER

Sofas & Chairs
Recovered Like New

YOUR CHOICE OF HUNDREDS OF SAMPLES

WORKMANSHIP
GUARANTEED

CANADIAN SCHOOL OF
 CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

RE UPHOLSTERING DIVISION -- 111 TYCOS DRIVE
All Wark Done By Professional Upholsterers

Ea.ton’sw has an
Elizabeth Arden
bonus for you

The "Fresh as Nature” Kit
of scents, smoothers and
colours is yours with any
7.50 or more Elizabeth
Arden purchase at Eaton's.

TREATMENTS .
(1) 104—Velva Moistire -
Film, 3%2-0z. .80

(2) 104—Ardena Skin.
Lotion, 12.02. 4,00

(3) 104—Ardena Perfection
Cream, 4-0z. 7.3_

Contairs Blue Grass Flower
Mist, 1-oz., Skin Dynamics
Active Moisture Supplement

-0Z,

{4) 104—Arders Cleansing.
: Cresm, 4-02:3.80
(5) 104—Velva Cream
3-0z. .78
Special Inspirations

(6) 104=Bye Lines Under -
Ma

ke Up Wrinkle .
Lotion, 2-0z. 10.00
(7) 104—lllusion Founda-
tion, 1 Va-0z. 7.90.

EATON'S

- 16-0z;
- (10} _104—Perfume Mist,
00

Illusion  Foundation,
“Almond Bzige” 34-0z., and
Naturally Maist Lipcolour,
“Emparor Red".

Blue Grass Scents

(8) 104—Head-to-Toe ’
Shampoo, 8-0z. .80

{9) 104—Tingling Tonic,

16-0z, $.00

2-0z. B .
PHONE 861-5111, EATON'S
Queen Street (main floor) —
216; College Street (main -
floor), Yorkdale, Scarborough,
Sherway, Don Mills,

Bramales, Oshaws,

Ann
‘J Landers

Wife thinks car

is cracker crumber

Dear Ann Landers: I don't know whether newspaper
columnists have an unspoken agreement not to rat on
each other, but I do hope you will print this letter in the
public interest. Will you please suggest to those house-
hold-hint writers that they print only suggestions which
are practical and sensible? A lot of nutty women will try
anything they see written up as a “‘work-saver."”

My not-so-bright wife read indhe paper that a good
way to save time when making cracker crumbs is to put
the whole box of crackers in a plastic bag and ride over
it with a car.

A rolling pin costs 50 cents. Our car cost $4.500. My
wife asked me last night to please get the wide, 70-series
tires hecause they would make better cracker crumbs.
Knowing my wife as I do. I'm sure she will nag me until
I get those new tires. We don't need new tires, Ann
Landers. What do you suggest now?—IRRITATED.

Dear I: Sorry, I've got all I can do to respond to
readers who have legitimate complaints against my
advice. 1 can't handle heefs directed at other columnists.
Why don't you write to Whatzername?

1

Marks of honor

Dear Ann Landers: Please tell those middle-aged
ladies with beautiful bodies to quit referring to “stretch
marks” from childbirth as ugly. Usually they ask you
how to get rid of them.

I am 26 years old and have three lovely children. I
have stretch marks on my breasts as well as my abdomen
and hips. I do not consider them ugly, and neither does
my husband. They are the scars.l bear as a result of
having children. If you print my letter, it might help |
other women with stretch marks feel less ashamed.— i‘
MAMA,

Dear Mama: Here it is—and now take that and that,
you gals out there whn are ashamed of your stretch
marks, They're your medals for motherhood! Cheer up.
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THE EYEPATCH

Does it again!

New Spring Merchandise

50% off

No more no less

“It's the real thing"”

*from Canada’s Foremost Maker

Sportswear ® Daywear @ Office wear @ Evening wear

Not a rehash, but New Spring Merchandise

“It's the real thing” at both locations

Bay at Cumberland
Four Seasons Sheraton

Opposite City Hall, lower Concourse
“It's the real thing” have a coke on us
% Extra added attraction —
At Four Seasons Sheraton Eyepatch Location

Shop 'n’ Lunch
Sandwiches, too!! During lunch hour
"It's the real thing” Extra staff to serve you

THE €VEPATCH

Come as you are. We will dress you!

Breakfast without
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Juice

is like a day without Sunshine

Get your family off to a gbod start each-morning with delicious frozen concentrated

orange juice from Florida.

Stock your freezer with OLD SOUTH Frozen Concentrated Orange Juice during

Becker’'s Sunshine Week.,

Get your family offto a §unshine start every morning!

OLD SOUTH FROZEN FLORIDA
(100% Pure Concentrated)

~

. "AVéiIéble in over 400 Becker Stdr'es

Open9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Seven Days a Week
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